PICKERING 


Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health, 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Pickering  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

In  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1904,  the  population  of  the 
district  was  estimated  to  be  3491,  the  same  as  in  the  year  1903,  my  estimate 
for  the  past  year  is  a  slight  increase,  viz.,  3500,  for  the  following  reasons. 
Several  new  houses  have  been  built  and  all  are  occupied,  but  in  some  there 
has  been  merely  a  change  of  the  occupants  from  other  houses,  in  some  by 
people  from  other  districts,  satisfying  me  that  my  estimate  is  not  too  large. 


The  increase  of  the  number  of  the  Inmates  in  the  Workhouse  during  the  year 
1904  has  still  continued,  in  fact  there  has  been  a  further  increase  during  the  year 
1905,  the  average  being  52  ;  last  year  it  was  nearly  50. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  for  the  year  1905  is  95,  a  decrease 
of  7  from  the  two  previous  years,  shewing  a  birth-rate  of  27*1  per  thousand.  Four 
births  took  place  in  the  Workhouse,  which  is  a  little  above  the  average. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the  past  year  is  69, 
three  less  than  in  the  year  1904,  namely  41  males  and  28  females.  Nine  deaths 
took  place  in  the  Workhouse,  one  more  than  in  the  year  1904,  five  of  which  did 
not  belong  to  the  district,  shewing  a  death-rate  for  the  whole  number  of  197  per 
thousand,  a  decrease  of  one  per  thousand  from  1904,  and  after  deducting  those 
belonging  to  other  districts  of  18'2  per  thousand. 


One  death  only  during  the  past  year  took  place  from  Zymotic  disease,  viz.,  Enteric 
fever,  shewing  a  death-rate  of  0'1  per  thousand. 

Ten  deaths  took  place  in  children  under  one  year,  a  decrease  of  six  from  the  year 
1904,  shewing  a  death-rate  of  2-8  per  thousand,  a  decrease  of  2-0  per  thousand. 

Thirty  deaths  took  place  in  people  of  65  years  and  upwards,  six  more  than  in 
the  year  1904,  six  of  whom  died  in  the  Workhouse,  shewing  a  death-rate  for  the 
whole  number  of  8’5  per  thousand,  an  increase  of  2'0  per  thousand  over  the 
year  1904. 

The  respective  ages  of  the  deaths  which  took  place  in  the  Workhouse  are  as 
follows  : — 

One  at  7  years.  One  at  79  years. 

One  at  57  years.  One  at  87  years. 

One  at  63  years.  One  at  89  years. 

Three  at  75  years. 

Shewing  an  average  for  the  whole  of  a  fraction  under  50  years. 


Notifications  of  30  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  received  during  the 
past  year,  viz. : — 

Scarlet  Fever  25 

Enteric  „  3 

Diphtheria  1 

Erysipelas  1 

With  the  exception  of  the  month  of  September  notifications  of  Scarlet  fever  were 
received  in  every  month.  The  cases  were  of  the  mild  form,  not  one  fatal  case 
resulting. 

Two  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  fever  took  place  in  one  house  at  the  New  Bridge. 
One  unfortunately  ending  in  death.  The  other  case  was  in  a  house  in  the  town. 
Every  precaution  was  immediately  taken  in  both  places  to  prevent  the  disease 
from  spreading  and  nothing  further  occurred. 


In  Table  IV.  you  will  find  the  causes  of  death  classified  as  under  : — 


Jaundice  1 

Nephritis  3 

Senile  Decay  9 

Heart  Disease  10 

Phthisis  5 

Carcinoma  Recti  1 

Chronic  Rheumatism  1 

Bronchitis  10 

Intestinal  Obstruction  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 

Otitis  1 

Ramolissement  1 

Influenza  1 

Convulsions  (an  Inquest  in  one  case)  3 
Locomotor  Ataxia  1 

Tabes  Mesenterica  1 

Eclampsia  1 


Enteric  Fever  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  1 

Perincious  Anaemia  1 

Marasmus  1 

Neuralgia  of  Stomach  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Pleurisy  1 

Malignant  Disease  of  Stomach  1 
Premature  Birth  2 

Scirrhus  of  Mamma  2 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 

Ovarian  Cyst  1 

Apoplexy  2 


Suffocation  in  bed  during  a  fit) 

Of  Epilepsy  (Inquest i  j 

Suicide  by  Hanging  | 

Tempor.  Insanity  1 


Heart  Disease  and  Bronchitis  were  the  chief  causes  of  death — no  less  than  20  out 
of  the  69  were  caused  by  these  two  diseases.  Diarrhoea  was  again  absent  as  a 
cause  of  death  during  the  year. 


Three  Inquisitions  were  held  during  the  past  year.  One  upon  a  child  a  month  old, 
who  had  not  previously  been  seen  by  a  medical  man ;  a  second  upon  a  young 
woman,  who,  after  a  fit  of  Epilepsy,  was  found  dead  in  bed  suffocated  ;  a  third 
that  of  a  young  man  who  was  found  hanged  from  the  branch  of  a  tree. 


Scarlet  Fever  has  prevailed  in  somewhat  irregular  attacks  during  11  months  of  the 
year.  It  was  of  the  usual  mild  form  that  has  existed  in  the  district  for  some 
years.  No  case  ended  fatally. 

Drinking  Water  Supply. 

The  water  from  the  spring  at  Keld  Head  has  continued  to  be  good  and  plentiful. 
1  have  upon  several  occasions  examined  the  water  from  the  reservoir,  and  also 
from  the  Car  Cut  below  the  settling  tanks,  and  have  invariably  found  it  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

At  my  suggestion  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  out-lets  of 
the  main  drains,  but  something  yet  remains  to  be  done. 

Acting  upon  my  advice  the  owners  of  the  properties  at  the  top  of  the  Market 
Place  have  agreed  to  divert  the  old  sewer,  so  that  it  will  not  pass  under  any 
part  of  a  dwelling  house. 


Nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  either  an  Infectious  or  Isolation  Hospital ; 
neither  was  my  suggestion  adopted  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  public 
Slaughter  House.  1  hope  something  may  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

1  have  visited  the  several  Workshops  in  the  district  and  find  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  to  be  duly  carried  out. 


The  Lodging  Houses  are  clean  and  in  good  order. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  W.  ROBERTSON, 


»i»ho  Ho-1|»oo  Printer  Plek«rtU| 


